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SABBATH SCHOOL GOVERNMENT. 


We have been requested by a number of our , to givea 
system of directions concerning the management of Sabbath Schools. 
This request is gratefully received, and it will give us pleasufe to 
answer it to the best of our ability. But in the first place, we would 
remark, that no system can be given, which, in every particular, 
may, with propriety, be made universal in its application. The state 
of the school,—its numbers and prosperity —the disposition and en- 
gagedness of the Teachers, and the public feeling towards the insti- 
tution,—must all be taken into view, and a system of government 
formed accordingly. We will, however, lay down some general di- 
rections, the utility of which we have proved by experience, and 
point out some of the errors, which we have in like manner detected. 

Perhaps one of the greatest errors in infant schools, has been, in the 
too great number of their officers. A school burdened with these, 
can seldom flourish. Directors, for instance, although in large tonp 
and societies, highly useful, are, in country S. Schools, for the mdst 
part, only an encumbrance, unless, perhaps, chosen as mere honor- 
ary officers, to grace the institution, and give it respectability. Nor 
are Visiting Committees much more useful. Not being, generally, 
engaged in the school themselves, they take a iess lively interest in 
its welfare than the teachers do, and, therefore, what is depending 
on them, is too often left undone. The teachers themselves are 
therefore, the best visiters. They should often visit the parents 
of their pupils, and in this manner they may gain their confidence, 
and ensure their co-operation. Any if, at any time, it is thought pro- 
per, (us it ought often to be,) to visit all the society, for the purpose 
of procuring scholars, and enlarging the school, let a committee be 
appointed expressly for the occasion, of those whose hearts are 
warmly interested, and who will engage in the work, with zeal and 
fidelity. 

Another error, and a great one too, is the discontinuance of the 
school during the winter months. A 9. School will never flourish, 
unless its officers have energy to conduct it, even against heavy dis- 
couragements, through the gloomiest seasons of the year. If, in the 
winter, there are only scholars enough for one teacher, let, if you 
please, only one attend ; but on no account discontinue the school, if 
you would see it advancing in prosperity. 

Another error, and a very common one in every school, and in 
every department of business, is, the want of order,and system. It 
matters not how good the general regulations may be, or how ardent 
and persevering the officers and teachers, unless the business of the 
school is reduced to order, and regulated by system, all will be con- 
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fusion,—the exercises will be tedious,—and little good will be effect- 
ed. A measure, once adopted, should also be pursued with a steady, 
persevering vigor, until it is abandoned, or it will fail of succss. 

The Officers of a Sunday School, may be divided into external and 

internal. The former should be chosen by the Society, the latter by 
the School. The external officers should consist of a President, Vice- 
President, Treasurer, and Secretary. The internal, of a Superin- 
tendent, and one or two Assistants. Respecting the duties of the 
former, it is presumed, little need be said. They should have no 
concern,, officially, in the internal government of the school. The 
President should preside over the Society, and preserve the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace. He should be a man of respecta- 
bility and influence, and one who is willing to devote himself with 
ardor to the.cause. . 
But the most efficient officer in the society, or rather in the school, 
should be the Superintendent. No one can know as well as he, what 
may be wanting,—what alteration may be necessary, or what improve- 
ment useful ; and if, before he can adopt any measure, he must consult 
his superiors in office, and convince them of its utility, his enterprize 
will be greatly dampened,—he will fee! himself less responsible for 
the charge with which he is but so partially entrusted,—useful ex- 
periments will be seldom tried,—and the measures which are adopt- 
ed, will be executed with less efficiency. The Superintendent should, 
therefore, in company with his Assistants, have the entire management 
of the internal concerns of the school. He should class the scholars, 
and appoint the teachers ; keep minutes of the transactions of the 
school, and report the same at the stated meetings of the society ; see 
that the. rules and by-laws are particularly observed ; and make such 
alterations and improvements, from time to time, as, in his judgment, 
shall seem conducive to the best interests of the institution. 


[The subject will be continued in future numbers. ] 


UTICA UNION SABBATH SCHOOL. 


Tue evening of the second Monday in every month, is an interest- 
ing season to the Teachers and Officers of this Institution. It is 
then they meet together, for their mutual encouragement and edifi- 
cation, and to unite their prayers to the throne of mercy, in behalf of 
themselves and the dear objects of their care. 

At the last meeting that was held, a Superintendent remarked upon 
the importance of those who would teach Christ Jesus, being them- 
selves taught of him. For, otherwise, said he, how can they 
speak to the childre:. of his preciousness ?—how can they persuade 
them to love him? He was then asked, if he viewed piety as a 
qualification absolutely indispensable ina Teacher. To which he 
replied, that, as our great object was, or should be, to impress upon 
our pupils the solemnities of immortality, and to lead them in the 
paths of piety, he could not see how any one could venture to take 
upon himself the responsibility, who was conscious of being a stranger 
to religion. 
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A Teacher then rose, and observed, that it was usually his happi- 
ness to agree in sentiment with his Supenintendent ; but on this sub- 
ject, he would beg leave decidedly to differ from him. In our school 
are engaged a number of Teachers who are not pious ; and when we 
professors compare ourselves with some of them,—with their zeal 
and earnestness in the cause,—we have reason to blush and’ be 
ashamed for onr stupidity. They instruct their pupils in the impor- 
tant truths of holy writ ;—they, no doubt, feel solicitous for their 
salvation : and the Lord can as well sanctify their labors, as those of 
the most devoted Christian. Not only this,—they are benefitted them- 
selves. The truths of the bible they must dwell upon: conviction 
will fasten upon their consciences: the Lord often finds them in the 
way, and draws them to himself. 

Another Teacher then mentioned the interesting fact, that if ever 
he had experienced divine grace, he was indebted for it, under God, to 
this institution. When he entered the school as a Teacher, he was 
far from righteousness ; but the Lord, he trusted, had made it a 
means of his salvation. On this, a reverend clergyman remarked, 
that if any one had reason to be more devoted to the cause, than an- 
other, it was one who was born there. 

The Superintendent, who spoke first, then remarked, that he was 
glad this subject had come before the meeting. He had often 
thought upon it with deep anxiety. He would by no means be un- 
derstood, to exclude those Teachers who were not pious ; yet the 
objections which he had made, were such as had often arisen in his 
mind, and he had presented them, only that they might be answered. 

The question was then asked, whether it was ever known, that 
the Lord had, in a special manner, blessed the labors of an unconvert- 
ed Teacher. In reply to which, it was observed by the Teacher 
who first spoke, that, although he had not sufficient information on 
the subject, to give particular instances, yet, for his own part, he had 
no doubt, that not only many Sabbath School Teachers, but even ma- 
ny ministers of the gospel, whose labors in the cause of Christ have 
been gloriously successful, will, at the last day, be found numbered 
with those, to whom the Lord will say, *‘ I never knew you—De- 
part, ye cursed.” [An aged minister present, and the Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Society, each confirmed this fact, by his own observa- 
tion.] The Teacher proceeded :—What reason can we have for 
prohibiting any one’s engaging in any sphere of usefulness? By the 
same principle that you exclude them from the Sabbath School, you 
might prohibit their performing almost any benevolent duty. You 
might forbid them to visit the forsaken, to relieve the needy, to com- 
fort the atilicted, or console the dying,—because they do it not in the 
fear of God. You might even close the Lord’s treasury against their 
charities, and utterly exclude them from his holy sanctuary. You 
might forbid them to admonish the workers of iniquity, or to bring 
up their children in the ways of piety. You might, in one word, shut 
them out from every means of grace—from every sphere of useful- 
ness! Are we prepared—are we willing to do this ?—Surely we are 
not. Let us then open our doors,—-yea, and our hearts also,—to re- 
ceive as fellow-laborers in this glorious cause, all whose sincere de- 
sire it is, to be in the way of religion—to be devoted to benevolence. 
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Ir is believed, that Sabbath Schools are beginning, in some mea- 
sure, to receive that attention which their importance demands. 
Their number is increasing ; their friends are more zealous and sys- 
tematic in their operations ; books are published and publishing, more 
adapted to their general purpose :—in short, there is in their favor, a 
combined influence of wisdom, piety and talent, which gives them a 
character, demonstrates their utility, and predicts, with certainty, 
their final success. ; 

But the road to improvement is always open. New inventions are 
daily appearing, to facilitate the progress of agriculture and manu-- 
factures ; and why should the Christian philanthropist be forbidden to 
improve, if possible, his plans for doing good. 

Among the institutions of the day, Sabbath Schools rank, in impor- 
tance, next to Missions. Now there is a ‘“‘ Montuty Concerr”’ for 
the latter, but none for the former. And why should there not be ? 
Will it be said, that the “‘ Monthly Concert” which we now have, 
was designed to embrace particularly all charitable associations ? 
Such was not its original design. It was instituted with an express 
reference to Missions, and it is hoped that it will be restricted to that 
object. Will it be said, that Sabbath School Teachers are now gen- 
erally in the habit of meeting once a month for prayer and conversa- 
tion on those subjects which lie near their hearts? This is true, but 
would it not be better to meet, at one particular time in a Concent oF 
Praver ror SaspatH Scuoo s, with all our fellow laborers through- 
out the Christian world? There is something delightful in the 
thought ; and the benefits arising from such a measure, need onl 
be mentioned to be seen. The mere consideration, that ON 
HUNDRED THOUSAND Teachers, in every part of the Christian 
world, together with many other friends to the institution, are as- 
sembled at a particular hour, to lift up their joint desires to God, for 
a blessing to rest upon them and the children of their care, would 
animate, and strengthen, and give life and ardor to all the faithful, 
And what blessing might they not expect ? Would not a God of love 
look down from heaven, and hear and answer their supplications, by 
giving them more union of spirit,—more grace and strength to dis- 
charge their duty,—and by crowning their labors with greater success. 

While the writer believes in the practicability and importance of 
the measure, he cannot close these remarks, without venturing to 
mention, The second Monday in every Month; and this he does, not 
with the least intention of dictating to those who are wise in project- 
ing schemes of utility to the world, but merely to draw the attention 
of Sabbath School Teachers to the subject ; and he hopes that the Ed- 
itors of the American Sabbath School Teacher’s Magazine, and of the 
American Sunday School Union Magazine, and Editors of other reli- 
gious publications, will give it a more full discussion in their respec- 
tive papers. 


We find in the S. School Teacher's Magazine, a beautiful system of juvenile 
instruction; from which we make the following extract : 
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QUBSTIONS FOR SMALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN. 


Did Jesus Christ die to save us?—Don’t you want to hear something about 
him—how he died?—But first [ must tell you, that every body in the whole 
world was so bad,.that God said they must die, and after that be miserable for- 
ever ; for when God tells them in the Bible, they must not swear, they will 
swear, and say bad words ; when he tells them they must pray to him, and love 
him, they won’t pray to him wor care any thing for him. So God looked down 
(rom heaven, to see if there were ahy that minded him, and all were bad ; there 
was no body good, for we are thinking bad, and doing bad, and talking bad, all 
the time, and people who do so, must be punished, and can’t go with God, who 
is so good and holy.—But then who was so good as to pity us and feel sorry to 
see us all going to destruction?—God himself; though we behave so bad to 
him; when you learn to read the Bible, you can read all about it, how much 
God loved us when we hated him.—And when God was so sorry for us, what 
did he say be would do to save us and make us good that we might go to heaven 
and live with him ?—He sent his own Son to die instead of us, as I told you be- 
fore.— What is the name of this Son of God ?—And now I am geing to tell you 
all that our Lord Jesus Christ did for us wicked sinners, and if you will not 
listen to me, and keep still, and think about what I am telling you, I must stop 
and not talk to you any more, for I cannot dare to talk of God and Jesus Christ 
to children who are playing and will not mind me; and when [ tell you all that 
he did, you must try to think “ Jesus Christ did it because I am so bad, and I 
won't be a bad child any more, but I will love him and pray to him to make me 
good.”—Will you do so /—First, Jesus Christ came into the world a little baby, 
and his mother was poor, and he was born in a stable, and instead of a nice 
warm cradle, as other little babies have, he was laid on straw in a manger ; you 
know what a manger is; and then he was so good that he minded all that was 
said to him, though he need not have minded, for he was God; remember al- 
ways that Jesus Christ is God, the great and high God; dont forget that. But 
he was a man too, and he kept all God’s laws, and never once did any thing 
bad. Oh! he was so good as nobody ever was besides him in this world, and 
as soon as he was grown up a man, he went about doirg good, and he cured all 
thesick people, and he made blind people see, and deaf people hear, and lame 
people walk, and he cared for the poor, and the sick, and told them all about 
God, and prayed for them, and talked to them, and many times he would go all 
day hungry, just to talk to the people, and do them good.— When any body is 
talking about God and the Lord Jesus Christ, should not children be still and 
think about it >What should they think when they hear all that Jesus did ?— 
Did you think so when I was telling you about him?—Oh! think how much he 
did for you, and yet you won’t jast think about him one little minute—And 
now I shall ask you something about what I have told you, to see if you attended 
to me: Was our Lord a little baby when he came down from heaven to save 
usand make us good? Washis motherrich? Was he born ina house? Had he 
a nice warm cradle as other babies have? What was he lain in? Can you re- 
peat the little verse in the hymn, beginning “ Soft and easy is thy cradle?” 
Did he ever do any thing that was bad? Is Jesus Christ God? Was ever 
any body as good as he? When he was grown up a man, what did he do? 
What did he do for the blind people? And what for the lame people? What 
for the-si¢k and poor people? Did he pray for any of them or talk to them? 
And now if you want to be like him you must help sick people and poor peo - 
ple too. 


— 


It was a happy saying of Quintittian, ‘ that achild’s mind is like a 
vessel with a narrow neck, in which no water will enter, if poured 
abundantly into it ; whereas, it fills insensibly, if the liquid be pour- 
ed gently, or even by drops.” 

** Speak little to them,” says another, ‘ and make them speuk a 
great deal,” is a useful maxim, if judiciously applied, 
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PHILADELPHIA SUNDAY AND ADULT SCHOOL UNION. 


We have just received the seventh report of this institution, as 
read at their annual meeting in May last: by which it appears there 
are now in connexion with the Union, 723 schools, 7,337 teachers, 
and 48,681 scholars! This Union extends to seventeen of the states. 
They have employed, during the past year, two S. School missiona- 
ries, and printed 210,500 books, tracts, and papers, for the use of S. 
Schools. They have now, with seme other societies, resolved them- 
selves intothe AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. Their 
object in thus forming a National Institution, is, to combine the ef- 
forts of S. School Societies, and desseminate useful information on 
this interesting subject. Any S. School in America, may become 
auxiliary to this, and be entitled to its privileges, by paying three 
dollars, sending a copy of their constitution, and list of officers, and 
their annual report. The .V. Y. Female Union have united with 
them. Would it not be well for the Utica Union to join them? 

8 Bee 

Tue Government oF Cuitpren, is a science of not easy attainment. 
It requires much discretion, and knowledge of human nature. It 
may, however, be attained, in no small degree, by the humblest 
Teacher, and is perhaps as often understood, by those of ordinary 
capacity, as by those of the greatest. The following anecdote, taken 
from the S. School Teacher’s Magazine, happily exemplifies the 
utility of wise and judicious discipline :— 

Two boys had broken the rules of the school : they continued ob- 
stinate : the superintendent detained them after school was dismiss- 
ed ; pointed out the guilt of their conduct ; spoke affectionately- of 
his tender concern for them, and of its being his duty to punish them. 
This had no effect, but rather to increase their obstinacy. He then 
told them of his grief in having to punish them, and of their dear 
mother’s grief, when she would hear of it. He spoke in the most 
affectionate manner, but the boys still remained unmoved. He had 
expected the mention of their mother would have touched their feel- 
ings, ‘* and now,” say the superintendent, “ there remained but one 
resource—to forgive. Had I punished them, I might have acted justly 
towards them ; but would that have carried any conviction to their 
minds? They thought of nothing but the punishment they were to 
receive, and perhaps were determined in their own minds, if they 
were punished this time, they would play the truant so as not to be — 
in danger a second time ; therefore, taking them each by the hand, [ 
said, slowly and emphatically, ‘1 forgive you both, and if you are sor- 
ry, and do so no more, may God forgive you, and your mother and I 
will be so happy.”” These words were so unexpected, they acted 
like an electric shock. When I had taken their hands, they had 
shrunk back and exerted themselves to release their hands, but when 
they heard the word forgive, the blood that anger had called, flew 
from their cheeks, and they both burst into tears: it was a triumph 
of mild and temperate discipline ; it was even more than I expected ; 
I was now assured they were truly punished, for they felt a deeper 
wound than the marks of the rod, and more lasting in its effects ; 
they wept, and their tears were those of soul-felt penitence.” 
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A worp To S, S. Teacners.—Teach your pupils, first ofall, those 
things which are essential to their salvation. These,—thanks to the 
Father of goodness,—are within the limits of the meanest capacity. 
The*little child, as well as the aged philosopher, can understand 
them. - As says the elegant author of ‘Prose by a Poet,” “ With the 
naked eye, if that eye be single, the humblest human being may dis- 
cern “ the narrow way that leadeth unto life ;” but it required the 
soul and sagacity of a Newron, to unravel the many-colored woof 
of the rainbow, and discern the cause why the leaf detached from 
the tree falls to the ground :—so infinitely more simple are “the 
things.that belong to our peace,” than those secrets, however-sub- 
lime and interesting in themselves, which only add to our informa- 
tion, without purifying our hearts.” 


—<F— 


SABBATH SCHOOL ANECDOTES.—For the.Visitant. 


THERE are many Teachers who encourage their pupils to ask 
questions on the verses they recite, and on the various subjects in 
which they are interested: this is well: and we would recommend 
this course to all who are engaged in teaching; yet teachers are apt 
to answer these questions in a hasty manner, and with little or no re- 
flection. They seem to think, that as they are teaching children, it 
is not of so much consequence, that their answers should be correct, 
if they only satisfy the inquirer. 

A scholar was rehearsing the following passage: ‘‘ No murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him ;” and wishing to understand its mean- 
ing, he asked his teacher, ‘‘ If any person would go to heaven, that 
killed himself.” His teacher told him, that we had no evidence from 
the scriptures, to believe he would. The little boy looking up with 
deep concern to his teacher, replied, ‘‘ What then became of Samp- 
son 2” ‘ 

Another teacher was instructing his class on Bible history, and in 
speaking of the flood, he said, that every thing, except what Noah 
took into the Ark, was drowned. One of the scholars asked him if 
“every thing was drowned,” and when his teacher replied in the af- 
firmative, he asked, ‘‘were the fishes drowned ?” 


<r 


Inrerestinc Catecntsinc.—At an anniversary meeting of the 
London Sunday School Union, the Rev. S. Kilpin remarked, that in 
catechising some children on the subject ‘‘ Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven,” the following. were the questions and answers. 
What is to be done ? The will of God. Where is it to be done? 
On earth. How is it to be done? As it is in heavén. How do you 
think the angels do the will of God in heaven, as they are our pat- 
tern? The first child replied, “they do it immediately.”” The 
second, “‘ they do it actively.” The third, “ they do it constantly.” 
The fourth, “they do it ardently.” The fifth, “ they do it unitedly.”” 
Here a pause ensued, and no other child appeared to have any an- 
swer, but, after some time, a little girl arose and said, ‘‘ Why, sir, 
they do it without asking any questions.” 


% 
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Coroner Erman Aten was a bold officer in the American Revo- 
lution. He could face the enemies of his country with the most un- 
daunted bravery, and in the field of battle, he never shrunk from dan- 
ger. But he was an opposer to Christianity, and gloried in the char- 
acter of an Infidel. His wife, however, was a pious woman, and 
tanght her children in the ways of piety, while he told them it was 
all a delusion. But there was dn hour coming, when Colonel Allen’s 
confidence in his own sentiments would be closely tried. A beloved 
daughter was taken sick—He received a message that she was dying 
—He hastened to her bedside, anxious to hear her dying words. 
** Father,”’ said she, ‘* I am about to die : shall I believe in the prin- 
ciples which you have taught me, or shall I believe what my mother 
has taught me ?”’ This was an affecting scene. The intrepid Co- 
lonel became extremely agitated ; his chin quivered ; his whole frame 
shook ; and after waiting a few moments he replied, “ Believe what: 
your mother has taught you.” 


SABBATH SCHOOLS, are beginning to excite a more lively in- 
erest in every part of the Christian world. Mankind are beginning 
more highly to appreciate their excellence. The institution is fast ri- 
singtoward its meridian splendor. Where, fifteen years ago, a Sabbath 
School had not been heard of, we have nowa Nationat Unron. Nu- 
merous publications are also appearing, devoted to the cause, and 
thousands contribute to support them. Some of these are exceedingly 
valuable; but the one which has as yet the justly merited pre-eminence 
over evefy other on this side the Atlantic, is the American S. S. Teach- 
ers’ Magazine of N. York. The American Union, also, we are hap- 
py to add, are about publishing a similar work in Philadelphia. We 
wish them great success, but notwithstanding our high expectations, 
can only hope, that, in point of merit, they may equal their New-York 
sister. 


a ae oe 
— 


Op We have received several communications from unknown 
correspondents, and we are glad they are unknown ; for we are on 
this account the better enabled to conduct the Visrrant with inde- 
pendence, without giving personal offence to any of our friends. None 
of the communications received, appear to have in view the object 
of the Visitant ; and one of them is attacking, in a manner entirely 
unsuited to promote reform, what he supposes to be popular errors 
and vices. Some people are apt to think, that whatever is interest- 
ing to themselves, must be so to others: but an Editor should be 
governed by a different standard ; and among the variety of commu- 
nications which he is continually receiving, it is his province to de- 
cide, in the coolness of his own unbiassed judgment, whether any 
or all of them may, with propriety, be given to the public, as his best 
selections. Communications on the subject of Sabbath $chools, will be 
gratefully attended to. 


[For want of room in the Visrtant, we have inserted some articles 
on the cover. ] 





